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1966-67 RESTRICTED 


SATAMA —~ SEASONAL DUTIES ON FRESH FRUITS 
AND VECETAPLES 


In the 1938 U.S.-Canada Trade agreement, Canada reserved the right to 
fix the value for duty on imports of fresh fruits and vegetables during the 
Canadian marketing season at a figure exceeding the invoice value. A dump 
duty was applied on the difference between the advanced value and the invoice 
value and, in addition, a ten per cent ad valorem duty was levied on the 
calculated import value. The fruits and vegetables to which this method of 
assessing duty applied were those of a kind grown in Canada, excluding apples 
and potatoes. 


At the 1947 Geneva tariff negotiations the method of valuation and the 
ad valorem duties were eliminated and converted into straight specific duties 
at equivalent rates. The duty in cents per pound and the number of weeks in 
the Canadian marketing season when it may be applied are shown in the Canadian 
tariff schedule. Due to the difference in season the specific duties may be 
applied on a regional basis (easter, central and western). They are applied 
by the Department of National Revenue on request from the industry and with 
concurrence of the Department of Agriculture. 


Prior to April 10, 1959, the duty on all fresh fruits and vegetables except 
apples and potatoes was ten per cent ad valorem when the seasonal specific 
rates were not in effect; however, since that date the ten per cent ad valorem 
has been removed for certain commodities and the free rate will apply when 
the seasonal rates are not in effect. These commodities are: cantaloupes and 
muskmelons, beans (green), carrots, celery, lettuce and peppers. A duty-free 
period has also been set for the following commodities: pears - March 1 to 
June 303; plums - May 1 to June 303; strawberries - September 1 to March 31; 
cabbage - March 1 to April 303; cauliflower - January 1 to April 30; 
tomatoes - January 1 to March 31. 


A duty-free period for new potatoes harvested between January 1 and 
June 14 and imported during that period, was in effect from April 6, 1957 
to April 9, 1959. Since April 10, 1959, all table potatoes have been dutiable 
at the rate of 374 cents per hundredweight on a year round basis. Apples 
are also dutiable the year round at the rate of % cent per pound; prior to 
April 10, 1959 the rate on apples was 3/8 cent per pound for 42 weeks and 
free the remainder of the year. And also since April 10, 1959, when beans 
(green), beets, Brussels sprouts, carrots, cauliflower, corn on the cob, 
lettuce, parsnips or peas are subject to the specific rate of duty and are 
imported in package weighing five pounds or less, each, they shall be subject 
to an additional duty of five per cent. 


In the attached tables are calculations of the ad valorem equivalent of 
seasonal specific duties on imports from the United States in the fiscal year 
1966-67. To take account of the changes in the tariff schedule made in 1959, 
this report also includes the calculated quantities and values of fresh fruits 
and vegetables imported during the period free of duty and the period at ten 
per cent ad valorem. An attempt has been made to make separate calculations 
for each of the three regions, by using Dominion Bureau of Statistics' monthly 
import statistics by province of entry. Relevant data are included in each 
table. The acédition of the initials "sp" after the figures showing the 
duration of the seasonal duty for vegetables signifies that the period of 
application may be split. 
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For the purposes of the compilation it is assumed that all imports 
into Ontario entered east of Port Arthur; in the application of the 
seasonal specific duty Port Arthur and the area west in Ontario are placed 
with the Prairie eee and ae Columbia. 


Trade statistics are available on a monthly basis only and it is 
therefore sometimes necessary to make arbitrary decisions in relating the 
dates of application of a duty to the import statistics; if a duty is 
applied early in the month the whole month is taken in the calculation, if 
late in the month the trade statistics from the beginning of the next month 
are used. = 

Certain commodities having a separate rate of duty as well as a 
different period during which the duty was applied, are grouped together 
as one item in the Trade of Canada Imports. Therefore, it was impossible 
to complete the calculations for these commodities which have Eben foot= 
noted accordingly. 


This bulletin 4a the fourteenth in a series published annually; it is 
for restricted distribution only. A consolidation covering the fiscal years 
1953-54 to 1957-58 was published by the Economies Division in bulletin 
58/23, dated September 1958. 


The tables which follow were compiles. by D.L. Bolton of the Economics 
Branch. See 


Economics Branch, 
Department of Agriculture, 
oT T AW A. 


January 1968. 
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